
 

Note of decisions taken and actions required   
 
Title:                        LG Group Executive 

Date  and time:       Thursday 14 July 2011 

Venue: The Westminster Suite, Local Government House 

 
Attendance 
 
An attendance list is attached as an Appendix A to this note.  
 
Item Decisions and actions Action by 
   
 Part 1  
1 Chairman’s Introduction 

 
Cllr Sir Merrick Cockell, Chairman, welcomed the LG Group 
Executive and, in particular, new members – Councillor Marianne 
Overton, Vice-Chairman and Leader of the Independent Group 
(Lincolnshire CC), Cllr Andrew Lewer, Deputy Chairman, 
(Derbyshire CC), Cllr Peter Martin, East of England LGA (Essex 
County Council) and Cllr Neil Clarke, District Councils Network 
(Rushcliffe District Council). 
 
The Chairman said that he was looking forward to working with the 
Executive during what he considered to be an exciting time to be in 
local government.  It was an opportunity for the LG Group to lead 
the sector and play a fundamental part in changing the way the 
country is governed. 
 
The Chairman informed members that it was Cllr Richard Kemp’s 
last meeting as he would shortly stand down as and Leader of the 
Liberal Democrat Group. Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson had been 
returned unopposed and would assume his new role as Leader of 
the Liberal Democrat Group and Vice Chair of the Association from 
1 September 2011. Members put on record their thanks to Cllr 
Kemp for his long service to the Local Government Group and 
wished him well for the future.  
 
The Chairman announced an amendment to the agenda. The item 
5 report entitled ‘Workforce Policy and Strategy’ had been included 
in error and the correct report had been circulated separately. As 
this item was confidential, Item 5 was moved to be considered at 
the end of the meeting. 

 



 
 

 

2 Item 2 - Report from Sparse-Rural Interest Group 
 
Cllr Roger Begy, Chair of the Sparse-Rural Special Interest Group, 
introduced this report which outlined the work of the SIG and its 
priorities for 2011 and beyond. 
 
In discussion Members made a number of comments: 
 
• Members stressed that in light of the demise of the 

Commission for Rural Communities it was essential that the 
Sparse-Rural Interest Group continued to raise issues for rural 
communities with government, and continued to engage with 
its membership in order to do this. 

• Members endorsed the initiatives, set out on page 9, which 
the SIG are seeking to introduce in light of the demise of the 
Commission for Rural Communities and the Regional 
Development Agencies. 

• Members recommended that the SIG use the system of area 
rural forums to engage further with Welsh authorities. 

 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Roger Begy and Graham Biggs for 
attending the meeting.  

 

   
   
3 Item 3 - Independent Remuneration Panel Review of Members’ 

Allowances – final report 
 
John Ransford introduced this report, written by Lord Best as chair 
of the Independent Remuneration Panel, which set out the 
conclusions and recommendations of the Panel, which reconvened 
in June 2011 to review the Scheme of Members’ Allowances. 

 

   
 Decision 

 
Members: 

1. noted this report, and  
2. agreed that the LGA Leadership Board would meet with 

Lord Best to discuss the report in detail before returning to 
the LG Group Executive with final proposals for agreement. 

 

   
 Action 

 
• The LGA Leadership Board to meet Lord Best to discuss the 

recommendations and conclusions in the report prior to 
consideration by the Executive 

 
 
Claire 
Holloway 
 

   



 
 

 

4 Update on the Localism Bill 
 
Jo Miller introduced this report which updates members on LG 
Group work to influence the provisions of the Localism Bill currently 
going through the House of Lords. The Government has offered 
three significant concessions in response to LG Group lobbying, but 
Jo highlighted to Members the likelihood that the Government 
would not delete their policy on EU fines.  
 
Members discussed LG Group compromise options and 
amendments on EU Fines, which would see the clauses remain but 
in an amended form. The clauses would be underpinned by a 
statement of policy, to offer safeguards to indicate how and when 
the clauses should be used. Members stressed that decisions 
regarding EU Fines should be arrived at with the assistance of a 
panel which would offer an impartial view to the Minister, whose 
decision would then be subject to judicial review.  
 

 

   
 Decision 

 
Members agreed that the LG Group should pursue discussions 
with Government, particularly regarding EU Fines, as directed by 
their discussion. 
 

 

   
 Action 

 
Officers to pursue discussions which build on this debate 

Jo Miller 
 

   
5 Item 6 – Collaborative Working between the Local Government 

Group and Sub-National Local Government Partnerships 
 
Cllr Martin Hill OBE introduced this report which provides context 
and proposals for further strengthening the collaborative 
partnership between the Local Government Group and sub-national 
partnerships of Local Government. 
 
Members made a number of comments which were noted by 
officers: 
 
• Members commented that this report was extremely timely, 

particularly with the demise of Regional Development 
Agencies which had previously provided an appropriate 
infrastructure for regional groupings.  

 



 
 

 

• Members emphasised that different arrangements work well in 
different regions and that the LG Group should not try to adopt 
a rigid structure for strengthening links. 

• Members emphasised the important role of political group 
offices for strengthening relationships sub-regionally.    

• Regional representatives commented that they felt that there 
was significant value in their roles on the LG Group Executive, 
but that further work could be done to maximise their impact to 
the benefit of both the LG Group and their sub-national 
organisations. 

   
 Decision 

 
Members endorsed the basis for national and sub-national 
partnership working and the potential to strengthen collaborative 
arrangements. 

 

   
6 Item 7 –Note of last LGA Leadership Board meeting 

 
Members noted the minute of the LGA Leadership Board held on 
13 July. 

 

   
7. Item 8 – Note of the last LG Group Executive meeting 

 
Members agreed the note of the last LG Group Executive meeting. 
 

 

   
 Date of next meeting 

 
Thursday 15 September, 2.15pm 

 

   



 
 

Appendix A 
 
Attendance List 

  
Position Councillor Council 
Chairman 
Vice chair 
Vice chair 
Vice chair 
Vice chair 
Deputy chair 
Deputy chair 
Deputy chair 
Deputy chair 
Deputy chair 
Deputy chair 

Sir Merrick Cockell 
David Sparks OBE 
Gary Porter 
Richard Kemp CBE 
Marianne Overton 
Gerald Vernon-Jackson 
Andrew Lewer 
Robert Gordon DL 
Robert Light 
Sharon Taylor 
Steve Reed 

RB Kensington and Chelsea 
Dudley MBC 
South Holland DC 
Liverpool City 
Lincolnshire CC 
Portsmouth City 
Derbyshire CC 
Hertfordshire CC 
Kirklees MBC 
Stevenage BC 
Lambeth LB 

   
Members 
 

Baroness Ritchie 
Paul Carter 
Angus Campbell 
Philip Atkins 
Martin Hill OBE 
Keith Mitchell CBE 
Mehboob Khan 
David Wilcox OBE 
David Rogers OBE 
Edward Lord OBE JP 
Mayor Jules Pipe 
David Parsons CBE 
Chris White 
Paul Bettison 
Neil Clarke 
Peter Martin 
Peter Box CBE 
Paul Watson 

Kensington & Chelsea RB 
Kent CC 
Dorset CC 
Staffordshire CC 
Lincolnshire CC 
Oxfordshire CC 
Kirklees MBC 
Derbyshire CC 
East Sussex CC 
City of London 
Hackney LB 
Leicestershire CC 
Hertfordshire CC 
Bracknell Forest BC 
Rushcliffe DC 
Essex CC 
Wakefield Council 
Sunderland City Council 

   
Substitutes Ann Lucas 

Bob Dutton OBE 
Coventry City 
Wrexham County BC 



 
 

 

Sue Murphy Manchester City 
   
Apologies John Davies 

Lord Peter Smith 
Roger Stone OBE 
Mayor Sir Steve Bullock 
Sir Richard Leese CBE 
Stephen Houghton CBE 
 

Pembrokeshire BC 
Wigan MBC 
Rotherham MBC 
Lewisham LB 
Manchester City 
Barnsley MBC 
 

 


